
New Mexico Army National Guard 
44th Army Band 

600 Wyoming Blvd. NE 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87123-1094 

 
 
October 05, 2009 
 
 
Dear Band Director: 
 
Wow, 13TH Annual Duke City Drum Off !!!  I’m starting to feel old now but the 
passion for this exciting event is still there!   
 
I would like to thank all the schools who have been with us from the beginning and they 
are: Cibola High School, Del Norte High School, La Cueva High School, and Sandia 
High School.  Thanks for all the years of participation!  As for me this event has been 
apart of half my military Career and putting it all together from El Paso sure has been a 
trip in more ways than one.  I couldn’t have done it without the support of various people 
from my unit, the 44th Army Band, and the support of the Adjutant General. 
 
Just like in years past we want to bring the marching drum line community together to 
show off their stuff.  This year we will be drumming it up in West Mesa’s gymnasium on 
November 14th, 2009 from 9:00 – 12:30ish.   
 
Here are some details on the judging format:  The competition will be judged on each 
drum line’s “book” (show music, cadences, warm-ups, etc.) 5-8 minutes playing time.  
Also, a General Effect (GE) category that was added last year will again be a part of the  
judging criteria.  Drum lines can incorporate color guard as well as drill with props. It is 
important that each group stay within the 15 min time slots for on and off performance 
from the mat.  Point deductions will apply for over time limit violations.   
Each performing group will have a 30 min warm-up area provided prior to the actual 
performance.  Upon request, pit equipment will be available in performing area only just 
let us know what you need.  Finally, there will be several word document attachments 
that you will be receiving to register your drum line.  Please reply quickly so we can put 
the final touches together.  
 
As always feel free to call me at any time at 915-345-3199 or e-mail 
Bob@thecablesource.net if you have any further questions.   
 
Percussively, 
 
Bob Burckel 
44th Army Band Member 
DCDO Coordinator       
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